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Los Lunas High School

VISION STATEMENT
Learn and prepare today to meet the global
challenges of tomorrow

MISSION STATEMENT
Los Lunas high School is committed to creating a safe
environme nt:
¢ Where students will complete a challenging
curriculum ;
e That promotes an enriched culture of pride,
respect, and responsibility ;
¢ Which focuses on career exploration, practica
learning experiences, and life  long learning in
collaboration with business an d community
partnerships .
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GENERAL INFORMATION

This course catalogue is designed to guide students and parents in their selection of
appropriate ¢ ourse work during high school.  Students have the opportunity to
choose from a wide selection of course offerings at Los Lunas High School.
Important thi ngs to look for when using this catalogue are: freshmen academy , small
learning communities  with career pathways, course prerequisites, grade level in
which the course is offered , and special fees.

Parents/guardians are encouraged to be a major part of th e course sele ction and
registration process. The school can help and guide, but it is parents and guardians
who will truly make a positive difference in their

Research shows that the graduation rate is higher for students who particip ate in
clubs or sports. Students may become involved by joining a variety of clubs that
support thei r learning and personal growth. Los Lunas High School also offers
numerous athletic programs in which students can participate.

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Black Student Union Chess Club Choir

Drama Club Future Farmers of America French Club
Hispano Club LLHS Band Animation Club
National Honor Society MESA Renaissance
SADD Science Olympiad Student Council
TEWA Club Web Design

ATHLETIC PROGRAMSPORTS

Fall Sports Winter Sports Spring Sports

Boys and Girls Cross Country Boys and Girls Basketball Baseball

Football Boys and Girls Swimming Softball

Girls and Boys Soccer Wrestling Boys and Girls Track
Girls Volleyball

Year -round Soorts
Cheerleading
Tigerettes Dance

PROGRAMS AND SUPPORTS

Academic Resource Centers

Advisory Periods

Bilingual/ESL

Computer Resource Teachers

Dual Enrollment -University of New Mexico Valencia Campus (UNMVC)
-Central New Mexico Community College (CNM)

Gener al Use Computer Labs

Health Office

Native American Liaison

School Counselors

School Psychologists

School Security

School Social Workers

Special Education Continuum of Services

Student Mediation Program

Work Study and Internship Program s




LOS LUMS HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Students are encouraged to make the mos t of their time in high school.  To fulfill their
post-secondary goals, choices from this course catalogue can provide them with a

solid foundation of knowledge and skills to prep are them for life after high school.

Los Lunas High School requirements for graduation exceed the New Mexico
minimum requirements  prescribed by the Public Education Department (PED)
Successful completion of the following course work is expected of all gr aduating
students from Los Lunas Schools.

Class of 2009 Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012

English 4 credits English 4 credits English 4 credits English 4 credits

Science 3 credits Science 4 credits Science 4 credits Science 4 credits

NM History 1 credit NM History/Global St. 1 cr.  NM History/Global St. 1 cr.  NM History/Global St. 1 cr.
W History 1 credit W History 1 credit W History 1 credit W History 1 credit

US History 1 credit US History 1 credit US History 1 credit US History1 credit
Government 1 credit Government / Government/ Government /

Economics 1 credit Economics 1 credit Economics 1 credit Economics 1 credit
Communication 1 credit *Communication 1 credit *Communication 1 cr edit *Communication 1 credit
Mathemat ics 4 credits Mathematics 4 credits Mathematics 4 credits Mathematics 4 credits
Health 1 credit

Phys. Education 1 credit Phys. Education 1 credit Phys. Education 1 credit Phys. Education 1 credit
Fine Arts 1 credit Fine Arts 1 credit Fine Arts 1 credit Fine Arts 1 credit

Practical Arts 1 credit Practical Arts 1 credit Practical Arts 1 credit Practical Arts 1 credit

World La nguage 0 credit *World Language 2 credit s *World Language 2 credit s *World Language 2 credit s
Electives 9 credits Pathway Hec tives 8 credits Pathway Electives 8 credits Pathway Electives 8 credits
TOTALS 30 credits 30 credits 30 credits 30 credits

Please note: ALL STUDENTS MUEENROLL IN A MATH AND SCIENCE COURSE EVERY
YEAR. *Two credits of the same world language will fu Ifill the NM Public Education
Departmentds requirement for communication
approved by PED to fulfill the communication skills credit: two (2) credits of
Agriculture, or two (2) credits of JROTC . The graduating class of 2011 and future
classes can , receive a Communications Skills credit for Computer Applications

The Physical Education requirement may be fulfilled with one credit in Marching
Band.

COURSE REQUESTS

Students must select a first, second and thi rd choice for elective classes. A minimum
number of students are require d for the course to be offered. | f a studentds
cannot be honored, we will then attempt to honor their second and third request.

STUDENT CLASSIFICATION

Freshmen: Students who have | ess than six(6) credits

Sophomore:  Students who , at the beginning of the school year, have completed at
least 6 credits

Juniors: Students who , at the beginning of the school year, have completed at
least 14 credits

Seniors: Students who , at the beginning of the school year, have completed at

least 22 credits

TESTING

REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION The New Mexico High School Competency Exam

(NMHSCE). New Mexico public high school students are required to pass this exam in
order to receive a New Mexico High Scho ol Diploma. Twelfth graders who did not
pass the examination, but fulfill the other course and credit requirements are given

the option of graduating with a Certificate of Completion , but not a diploma.
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Students may receive modifications to this exam base d upon the Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) recommendations that may be in place for them.

The State of New Mexico requires stand ardized tests for all students. The New Mexico
Standards Based Assessment (NMSBA) is administered in the spring. This is the test that
determines whether the school makes Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

AVAILABLE FOR STUDENT®he following tests are offered to students:

e The PSAT is offered to 10t and 11 th graders as a practice college entrance
exam . If the student shows Advanced Placement (  AP) potential, they will be
placed in an AP class.

e Juniors must take the PSAT in order to compete for National Merit
Scholarships.

e The PLAN Testis a pre-SAT that is offered to all 10 t graders .

e The SAT and ACT are usually taken during the 11t or 12t grade years as
college entrance exams

e The ASVAB is an aptitude test offered to any student through the military

e Advanced Placement (AP) Exams are offered to 11 th and 12 t graders t hat
are enrolled in AP courses. Students who take AP cour ses and cannot afford
the price of the exam may apply for financial assistance for the cost of the AP
exam(s).

HOMESCHOOLING AND TRANSFER CREDITS
Home schooled and students transferring from unaccredited institutions must take
appropriate content level exa  ms to receive credit for courses taken prior to the end

of the first term of their enrollment  and for proper grade placement. Tests are only
offered in specific core content areas such as English, mat h, science, and social
studies. Students will receive cr edit only with a passing grade.  Students transferring in
from accredited schools must have an official transcript indic ating their latest course

work. All students entering Los Lunas Schools must present proof of prior placement
via a withdrawal form and p  roof of immunization.

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION

Students under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian, and

must provide, at the time of entry, an original birth certificate (not a hospital copy),
immunizations records, social security numbe r, proof of residency in appropriate
attendance zone (utility bill, rent receipt, purchase agreement), and unofficial copy
of transcript. The registrar will send for the official copy, but an unofficial copy i S
crucial for course placement. Federal Law det ermines that special provisions will be
made to meet the needs of homeless students. Students who have an Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) should also provide a copy of this document to ensure
appropriate course placement in the least restrictive enviro nment.

TRANSFER STUDENT INFORMATION
Transfer students who will be graduating from Los Lunas High School must meet all of
the graduation requirements set forth by the Los Lunas Schools.

Transcripts from other public or private schools will be evaluated an d matched to
our grading system. Credit values from these transcripts may increase or decrease.
This includes transcripts from foreign exchange programs. Advanced Placement
courses are weighted courses  (A=5.0, B=4.0, C=3.0, D=2.0).



FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUENTS

Los Lunas High School must be notified no later than August 1 st prior to the beginning
of the school year that the exchange student is scheduled to attend. Once the
school has reached the maximum number of five (5) foreign exchange students, no
more w ill be accepted for that school year. Upon proper verification, foreign
exchange students shall be placed in 11  t grade only. Grade eleven is the preferred
placement as the standard curriculum course sequence provides the maximum
exposure to United State s history and American literature.  If appropriate, a foreign
exchange student may be placed in English as a Second Language (ESL) class.
Foreign exchange students are required to take the same course sequence as all
other grade level students.

Los Lunas Hgh School will not issue a diploma to a foreign exchange s tudent.
Exchange students completing a full year of course work at Los Lunas High School
will receive a transcript of work completed.

VALEDICTORIAN/SALUTATORIAN SELECTION
VALEDICTORIAN
The highest academic honor will be awarded to the graduating senior(s) who
meet(s) ALL of the following requirements:
1. The student has the highest cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) with a
maximum of six (6) weighted courses included.
2. The student meets all course gr aduation requirements as established by Los
Lunas Schools.
3. The student earns credit in a minimum of six (6) classes during the
combination of the 7t and 8 th term in which the student is enrolled at LLHS.
4. The student is in good standing at the time of grad uation.

Please note : Advanced Placement (AP) weighted classes are included in figuring
Grade P oint Average (GPA). Zero-hour course grades are factored
into GPA/ rank; however, they will not be used to determine
valedictorian/ salutatorian status. The purp ose for this is to prevent
students who elect to take  zero hour courses from being penalized.

Each year, guidance counselors will meet with students individually
who are in contention for  valedictorian and  salutatorian selection.

SALUTATORIAN
The second highest academic honor will be awarded to the graduating senior(s)
who meet(s) ALL of the following requirements:
1. The student has the second highest cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA)
at the conclusion of the 8 th consecutive term.
2. The student meets all ¢ ourse graduation requirements as established by Los
Lunas Schools.
3. The student earns credit in a minimum of six (6) classes during the
combination of the 7t and 8 t terms in which the student is enrolled at LLHS.
4. The student is in good standing at the tim e of graduation.

ZERO HOUR CLASSES

Zero-hour classes are offered to students for limited courses. These classes will be held
before or after the regular school day. Students are responsible for their own
transportation for zero-hour classes. This includes students attending the Challenge
Program.




SCHEDULING PROCEDURES

Students will meet with their counselor in the spring of each year to make selection S
for the upcoming school year. Parents are advised to participate in this important
process, and counselo rs will add their expertise to ensure the student is on schedule
to graduate. Students will be plac ed in their requested courses. However, if the need
arises due to scheduling conflicts, students will be placed in their second or third
choice course. After receiving their schedules, students may request changes
following the Add /Drop Policy.

ADD/DROP POLICY

Students work with counselors on an individu  al basis to create a schedule.  Dislike for
a teacher or disciplinary problems ARE NOT valid reasons for req uesting a schedule
change. Students and parents may not request a specific teacher. In addition, all
schedule change requests will be based upon space available in the other class.

Procedures for adding or dropping a course:
1. A 0Request for Sdhddodulme i Gh igpthecghidance affipe,
completed ,and signed by the/gsatdendent 6s parent
2. The completed form and the requested schedule change should be made
before the end of the first three (3) days of the semester.

Acceptable r easons for sche dule changes are as follows:
1. Students needing courses for graduation
2. Students with a partial schedule in need of a full one
3. Students who lack a prerequisite for a class
4. Incorrect placement as determined by the teacher and administration

Please note: All students who drop a course after the fourth week of the semester will
receive an OF0 for the balance of the semester. Students who are dropped from a
class for non -attendance will receive an OF6 for the course. If a student does not
officially withdraw from  a course, an 0Fd will be recorded on their transcript.

RECORDS OFFICE

A cumulative record is kept an  d maintained by the registrar. This record consists of

the studentds transcr i (fitedin thenschoolihealdhtoffieenh ,tese c or d
scores, rep ort cards, records from previous schools and registration/withdrawal forms.

All requests for transcripts must be made in writing and 24  -hour notice must be given.

Requests can be made by fax (866 -2498). Please include the following information

with your request:

Date of birth

Year of graduation

Full name of student while attending high school

Written consent from the adult aged student or former student for an

individual to pick up the transcript for them.

All seniors who plan to go to college need to req uest a final transcript to be sent to

the co llege of their choice. Requests need to be inthe regi st r ar 6 ssenmf f i ce
check -out day .

NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE

If a student is entering a Division | college or university , the NCAA Clearinghouse will
evaluate their transcript for eligibility. The new requirements increase the number of
required core courses from 14 to 16. That means that you must have 16 core credits
to be eligible to practice, play and receive financial aid at a Division | or Division Il
school. The additional courses may come from any of the following areas: English,
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math, science, social science, foreign language, non -doctrinal religion, p hilosophy,
or computer science. The new requirements also include a revision in the Division |
initial eligib ility index, or sliding scale. The 16 courses are:

e 4 years of English

e 3 years of math (Algebra | or higher)

e 2 years of natural/physical science (one must be a lab science)

¢ 1 year of additional English, math or science

e 2 years of social studies

e 4 years of additional core courses (from any area listed above, or from

foreign languag e, non -doctrinal religion, or philosophy).

All students who do not meet the NCAA initial -eligibility requirements and who wish
to apply for a waiver of those requirements must have the waiver filed on their

behalf by an NCAA institution. Students with disabilities will no longer  be able to self -
file waivers. Prospective student -athletes may register with the NCAA Initial  -Eligibility
Clearinghouse on -line. Go to their website at  http://www.ncaasclearinghouse.net/.

FAESA

The Federal Application for Student Financial Aid (FAFSA) is available to all stude nts
from the counseling office. Students who would like to apply for financial aid for
college need to complete the FAFSA and mai | it after January 1 st of their senior year.
For more information , see your counselor or search http:www.easyfafsa.com/.

DUAL ENROLLMENT

Dual enrollment is a program that allows student s to take university work in a
university/community college or in an approved high school setting. These
agreements state that approved courses will enhance courses offered at LLHS , hot
replace them. Students who successfully complete their courses will receive both

high school and college credit. Students interested in th is program must go through
the LLHS application process prior to enr ollment in the college courses. Students
participating in the program must have a 3.0 or higher GPA, and meet any other

criteria set forth by the college. If students receive below a grade of 0C6 in the
college course, they will not be allowed to re -enroll in a concurrent course during
high school and their academic standing could be jeopardize d. Post-secondary

credits earned through concurrent enroliment may be applied as secondary
electiv e credits for high school gradu ation. One three (3) or four (4) credit hour
college credit class will e qual one high school elective. Los Lunas Schools has
concurrent agreements with University of New Mexico/Valencia (UNM/VC) and
Central New Mexico Communi  ty College (CNM). The requirements are as follows:

e The student must be a junior or senior , and

e The course is not currently offered at the high school , or

e The course is on the studentds career

schedule .

The student will have to pay course tuition expenses if the stud ent fails or drops the
course. Students receive one high school credit for each 3 -5 col lege credit classes
completed. Some co urses require placement exams.  Please contact your counselor
for further informatio n.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT(AP)

The Advanced Placement Program (AP) is a cooperative educational endeavor
between secondary schools  and colleges and universities.  Since its inception in 1955,
the program has provided motivate d high school students with the opportunity to
take college level courses in a high school setting. Students who participate in the
program not only gain college  -level skills, but in many cases also earn college credit
while they are still in high school  which in turn saves ont uition costs. AP teachers

9
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follow course guidelines developed and published by the College Board. To enroll in
an AP course at LLHS, students and parents are required to sign an agreement
accepting the worklo ad of the rigorous curriculum. Most AP classes will be a
year long double -block and the student will receive two ¢ redits at the end of the
year. The first semester credit will be an elective credit in the content area (ie.,
English, math, social studies). The second semester credit will countas the core credit
in the con tent area. All students are required to meet with the LLHS AP Coordinator.
Students will receive the required AP course reading lists at this time. AP grades are
weighted (A=5.0, B=4.0, C=3.0 D=2.0)

PREAP
Pre-AP prepares a growing num ber of students, especially those traditionally under -
represented in AP courses , for the challenges offered by the Advance Placement
Program. The goal of Pre -AP programs is to prepare students for high academic
standards, greater inclusion, increased commu nication, coordination, enthusiasm,
and empowerment . It also creates closer ties between AP courses and the courses
preceding them, and the wider dissemination of successful teaching strategies.
Listed below are just a few benefits of AP and Pre  -AP course work:
e Students will gain college -level analytical, communication and study skills as
well as academic confidence
e Students learn a subject in greater depth
¢ Students demonstrate to colleges their willingness to undertake a challenging
curriculum
e Students can earn college credit and/  or advanced standing at over 90% of
U.S. colleges and universities if they successfully pass an AP examination
e Students can gain national recognition

PARENT INVOLVEMENT (School Advisory Council 8 SAC)

In accordance with NM House B ill 212 and Los Lunas Schools Board of Education

Policy, the School Advisory Council (SAC) assists the school princ  ipal with school -

based decision -making and to involve parents andstaff i n t heir childrends ed:!
Parent representatives will be electe  d at the first open house.

SEX EDUCATION

Parents of secondary students shall be notified via the course description in the
course catalogue that a cour  se addresses sexuality issues. A waiver is available for all
or certain portions of the required health course for moral, conscientious, or religious
objections.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Individual Education Programs (IEPs) and service delivery models are designed to fit

the needs of each student as per the IEP team and may i nclude the following
services: Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy, Physical The rapy, and
Assistive Technology. General education, special education, or related
licensed/certified personnel may deliver modification.
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NEXT STEP PLAN/LOS LUNAS HIGH SCHOOL

Student Name

Student ID#

REQUIRED Year completed and grade received [CREDIT COURSE PLANNING
(enter grade under year received) (complete in pencil)
9F [9S |10F|10S|11F|11S|12F|12S 9th Gr. English | P.E.
English | Yr. NM History Health
English Il Math
English 1l Science
English IV Career Pathway
Communications
NM History/Global Studies 10th Gr. English Il Commun.
World History/Geography Yr. World His/Geo
U.S. History/Geography Math
Govternment/Economics Science
Math ( ) Career Pathway
Math ( )
Math ( ) 11th Gr. English 111
Math ( ) Yr. US His/Geo
Science ( ) Math
Science ( ) Science
Science ( ) Career Pathway
Science ( )
Physical Education 12th Gr. English IV
Health Yr. Govt/Econ
Electives Math
Science
Career Pathway
NMHSCE PASSED COLLEGE TESTS
Reading Test Score
Language PLAN
Math PSAT
Science ACT
Social St. SAT
Composition ASVAB

FINAL STEP PLAN 12TH GRADE

4 YR. COLLEGE

WORK

2 YR. COLLEGE

OTHER

VOCATIONAL SCHOOL

SCHOLARSHIPS

TOTAL CREDITS 9TH

TOTAL CREDITS 10TH

TOTAL CREDITS 11TH

TOTAL CREDITS 12TH

30 TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION

GPA |

CUMMULATIVE GPA

MILITARY

SIGNATURES
On Track Student [Parent |Counselor
Notes:
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SMALLER LEARNING COMMUNITIESLC)

With the beginning of school year 2008 -2009, Los Lunas High School is implementing
Smaller Learning Communities.  After surveying students, parents, and faculty we have
developed four Smaller Learning Communities featuring a choice of career pathways

for our students. Students at LLHS will spend their days in classes that a  ssist them in
developing post -secondary goals that prepare them for their future. Our first steps will be
taken in the fall of 2008 when the 10 t, 11t and 12 t grade students will choose th eir
Smaller Learning Community.

A Smaller Learning Community (SLC) at Los Lunas High School will be built around a

career theme: health, government services, teaching/legal services, performing/visual

arts, agriculture, engineering, business/media technol ogy or finance. It will be comprised

of a group of s tudents with similar interests. It will be staffed with teams of teachers who

will connect core academic subjects to careers b y integrating their curricula.  Students

will choose a career pathway in 10th g rade and complete a series of courses
throughout each grade | evel |l eading to graduati on
course -taking pattern leading to post secondary education after high school.

CAREER PATHWAYS

Career Pathways are designed to or ganize students around career interests or goals.

The careers are general and include all aspects of a given industrFgr or ocl
example, in a health -focused pathway students would explore careers ranging from

certified nursing assistant to neurolo gist. Pathways revolve around a multi -year

progression of a career -oriented courses and activities  that are open to all students. At

Los Lunas High School students will choose a career pathway in 10 th grade and

complete a series of specifically designed co urses throughout each gra de level leading

to graduation.  This structure involves offering a sequence of elective courses and does

not affect a studentds academic progr am.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. How can a Career Pathway help me?

Selecting a caree r path provides you with an area of FOCUSalong with FLEXIBILIT¥énd
a VARIETYof career ideas to pursue. Concentrating on selecting a career path may
enable you to make an initial career decision. Deciding on a career path can help you
prepare for your fu ture when selecting courses in school, school activities, and an
internship.

2. What if I change my mind?

A career path choice is not a permanent commitment. As you have new experiences,
you will learn about yoursel f and may change career paths. If you d ecide on a new
career path, you should discuss it w ith your parents and counselor. It is highly
recommended that you do not change your pathway at the end of the first semester.

You will be advised to stay in our Smaller Learning Community for an entire y ear.

12



FRESHMEN ACADEMY

Schools within schools have proven to be a successful system to increase skill
development, achievement, and retention , While lowering incident s of violence and
absenteeism. The Los Lunas High School Freshmen Academy will provide opportunities
that serve these needs.

e Teachers know students well.
e Teacher teams work with students
on a daily basis and share information

during common planning period.

e Teachers are able to meet as a group
with parents.

e Students feel connected; they belong
to a community of teachers and students.

e Students participate in an advisory class
preparing them to make academy choices.

Each freshmen team offers the required courses: English, science, math, health/New
Mexico history.

13



HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES COMMUNITY

Vision.
The Health and Human Services
community strives to develop a

compassionate and conscious citizen

for our global society.

Careers and Pathways

Biomedical Sciences

Biomedicine graduates are equipped for a range

of careers inndustries including business, science, health,
education and technology. Some more commonly known
career fields are: Dentaufyery, Medicine/Surgery,
Nursing, Physiotherapy, Biomedical Engineering,
Optometry, Public Health, Biomedical Research

or contribute your Biomedical skills to the areas of
commerce, law, social work, teaching, and urban
planning.

Government & EducatioBervices

Careers and jobs in the government services pathway

are many and varied. Many do not require a college degree;
job-related experience is just as good. And, you can qualify
for a large number of administrative jobs with a degree in
any academic major. Examples of major areas of gevern
ment emplgment are: Aviation; Education; Engineering;
Forestry Services; Hydrology; International Relations; Law;
Law Enforcement; Military; Natural Resourb#anagement
Park and Recreation Management; Physical Education;
Community & City Planning; Social Work; Transportation;
Politics; National Security; Crisis Response

Ask yourself these questions

Do you like to help people?

Do you like to travel?

Are you a team play@r

Do you like working with culturai diverse people?
Do you think about how government can be improved?

Do you like to discuss local, state, national and/or global issues?
Do you like to work with animals?

Are you fascinated with how the human body works?

Would you like to teach others?

Does being a productive member of a global society interest you?

Do you like challenges that are often fpaced and intense?




